TO:   

MEMBERS OF THE STATE LEGISLATURE

FROM: 
Your Name, AGENCY NAME 
DATE:  


MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

A. 2242 SCHROEDER

S. 3159 STACHOWSKI
TITLE OF BILL:  An act to amend the education law, in relation to

instruction on the history of people with disabilities

SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS:  Section one: adds "the history of

people with disabilities in New York State" to the list of mandatory

subjects to be taught. It also provides that the instruction should be

concentrated, but not limited to the third full week in October to coincide with the state's Disability History Week.

JUSTIFICATION:

Among the list of mandatory subjects in school are patriotism, human

rights, the Holocaust, and the mass starvation in Ireland. This bill

adds the history of people with disabilities to that important list.

It is important for our youth to understand the history in order to

appreciate how individuals with disabilities were once viewed and

treated. The bill would authorize the Board of Regents to adopt a statewide curriculum that would provide students with the opportunity to learn how people with disabilities were instrumental in changing history, and how they became active participants in changing societal attitudes about their needs, desires, and capabilities. By teaching disability history in schools we are taking the necessary steps to ensure that history is not repeated and that there continues to be movement towards an even more accessible society in future generations.

This legislation lays the foundation for good citizenship and inspires

respect for individual differences and will create a road map for an

accepting society in New York State.

We strongly support passage of this bill and respectfully ask you to cosponsor and sign on!
Thank you!
